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   Pemberton Learning Community: Pursuing Excellence One Child at a Time

Congratulations 2021 Employees of the Year!
Busansky

“Mrs. David serves Busansky 
Elementary School as a classroom 
aide in our ABA program. Her 
thoughtful, caring disposition 
shines through as she perseveres to 
support her students to meet their 
educational goals. She anticipates 
her students’ needs, and carefully 
prepares to ensure their safety and 
well-being.”

Diana Muse
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“Mrs. Muse’s compassion and 
love of learning shine through in 
her interactions with staff and 
students. She is welcoming and 
sincere, and serves the school 
by contributing to numerous 
important projects including the 
Character Education team and 
yearbook program.”

Brittney O’Malley

“Ms. O’Malley consistently dedicates 
herself to the welfare of her students. 
She focuses on addressing the most 
pressing needs for the students, 
utilizing her knowledge of  
de-escalation strategies and trauma-
sensitive practices to assist in some 
of the most challenging situations.”
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Marlene David
S
U
P
P
O
R
T

Denbo-Crichton
Tammi Hammond

“Mrs. Hammond is an innovative 
5th grade in-class resource 
teacher. She has a strong 
command of technology, provides 
actionable feedback to her 
students, and integrates social 
emotional learning daily.”
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Joshua Besserman

“Mr. Besserman is a 
compassionate school counselor.  
He works collaboratively with 
students, families, and staff to 
ensure their needs are being met. 
Mr. Besserman is always willing 
to lend a hand to support his 
school community!”

E
D

S
E
R
V
I
C
E
S

“Mrs. Paetzold is a creative 
instructional aide. She works 
closely with the classroom teacher 
to prepare lesson materials. 
Mrs. Paetzold is patient, kind, 
and well respected by our school 
community.” 

Diana Paetzold
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Yvette Gaskins

“Mrs. Gaskins is extremely 
dedicated, works professionally 
with Emmons teachers and staff 
members, and interacts very well 
with students in the classroom 
on a daily basis. She reflects 
upon her job performance each 
day in order to make whatever 
refinements are necessary.”    
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Rebecca Gudknecht

“Mrs. Gudknecht interacts in 
a professional manner with 
students and staff on a daily 
basis, and builds positive rapport 
with everyone. She is committed 
to showing the students the value 
of lifelong learning.”
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Emmons
Tanya Brown 
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“Mrs. Brown is very dedicated, 
works proactively with various 
students, and serves both the 
school and community well. She 
takes pride in supporting the 
students and teachers every day. 
Mrs. Brown enjoys coming to work 
and it shows every day through her 
commitment in doing a great job.”Fort Dix

Sarah O’Grady 

“Mrs. O’Grady works tirelessly 
to find ways to meet the needs 
of all students. She is always 
involved with school activities, 
helping to build a safe and 
inviting climate for students and 
colleagues alike.”
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Alisa Ventre

“Mrs. Ventre is an exemplary role 
model. She is always professional 
in her approach and a great 
resource for all health related 
information.” 
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Helen Fort
Jennifer Jedrzejewski

“Mrs. Jedrzejewski embodies the 
idea of craftsmanship. A role model 
to the students and staff, she cares 
about everyone’s feelings and goals; 
she wants what is best for everyone 
she knows!”
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Melissa Roberts

“Mrs.Roberts is an amazing asset 
to our Child Study Team, exhibiting 
patience, integrity and compassion 
daily. Her charismatic personality 
always brightens the day.” 
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Christopher Mahler
S
U
P
P
O
R
T

“Mr. Mahler possesses invaluable 
training and experience as a police 
officer, creating a feeling of safety in 
our school environment. His care, 
patience, and personable nature 
towards the students is admirable.” 

Kimberly Karpiak 
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“Mrs. Karpiak is always first to ask 
how she can help children who are 
having difficulties both socially/
emotionally or academically. This 
summer, she took time out of her 
schedule to work on the Reopening 
Committee. The whole school 
appreciates Mrs. Karpiak!”



Tammy Romansky

“Mrs. Romansky not only cares and 
advocates for her students, but 
advocates for ALL students and staff. 
She pays very special attention to the 
individualized needs of our students 
and goes above and beyond to make 
sure the Newcomb Family works 
together to meet their individual 
needs.”
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Larry Zuares

“Mr. Zuares has been described as 
helpful, accessible, supportive, and 
an overall ‘pillar of kindness.’ Mr. 
Zuares has helped all of us try to 
make sense in our virtual worlds and 
find useful strategies and resources 
that are student friendly and easy to 
incorporate into the classroom.”
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Newcomb
Ellen Murtha 
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“Mrs. Murtha is described as kind, 
caring, helpful, supportive, gentle, and 
professional. She goes over and beyond 
to support the teachers and students 
that she works with. Mrs. Murtha has 
served the Pemberton Township School 
District for over 30 years and truly 
deserves the honor to be recognized as 
support staff of the year.”

Marcie Pennise

“Mrs. Pennise is a teacher 
who has the gift of teaching. 
Her classroom ignites with 
excitement, enthusiasm and 
love. She is a strong leader and a 
team player, who is admired and 
respected by her colleagues.” 
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PECECKristi Fontanilla

“Mrs. Fontanilla is a dedicated, 
hardworking and loving advocate 
for all of our families, teachers 
and students. The love and 
compassion that Mrs. Fontanilla 
has for the field of education is 
admirable.”
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Suzan Cook 
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“Mrs. Cook is a very dedicated 
employee who is always making 
herself available for the students 
and staff of Pemberton Township 
Schools. She serves as a PTEA 
representative, and is the “go to” 
person if anyone has a question.”

PTHSMichelle Malacrida

“Ms. Malacrida is the epitome of 
a school counselor. She always 
puts her students’ needs first and 
will fight for them, even when 
mountains need to be moved to 
accomplish the end goal.”
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“Mrs. Hubbell is one of the 
backbones of this school. She 
works tirelessly to support staff 
and students through her daily 
work, as well as planning special 
events.”

Stephen Roberts

“As a swimming and baseball 
coach, students get to see Mr. 
Roberts in a different light, 
learning the value of teamwork, 
dedication to training, and the joy 
of creating lasting memories.”
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Stackhouse

“Ms. Phillips is a fabulous 
kindergarten aide. She is very 
creative and has done many 
fabulous projects with students 
and around the school.”

Suzanne Morrow 

“Mrs. Morrow has been a  
co-coordinator of the Character 
Education committee, as well as an 
officer for the school PTO. She goes 
above and beyond so that each 
student can meet success.”
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Joan McGovern 

“Mrs. McGovern makes reading 
come alive with students.  She 
has helped many students 
improve their reading level and 
improve comprehension.”     
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Central Office
Stephanie Piper 

“Mrs. Piper is a dedicated and 
knowledgeable member of our 
special services department. 
Her professionalism is a model 
for collaboration and high 
expectations. She strives to support 
and interact with our staff in a 
positive and supportive way and 
they know they can always reach 
out to her with any questions. It is 
truly a privilege to work with her 
each day.”
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Transportation
Dottie Klitz 
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“Mrs. Klitz is a long time staff 
member at the Transportation 
Services Office who not only excels 
at her administrative position; she 
is familiar with every aspect of 
transportation operations. A truly 
dedicated district employee, she 
does not hesitate to help when the 
operations workload dictates. Mrs. 
Klitz has been a stabilizing presence 
during a time of great challenge and 
change.”
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